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WHO ARE THESE GUYS?



“THE BEST PILOT IS THE 
ONE HAVING THE 

MOST FUN.”

JOCKY



A BIT ABOUT ME

1st flight post CP

1st Comp Win

1st Doubts 1st PWC

Aug 2012 Oct 2017



FAMILY LIFE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVz6UJ-A-g8&t=15s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVz6UJ-A-g8&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVz6UJ-A-g8&t=15s


THE BASICS

• START CYLINDER

• START TIME

• RACE TO GOAL / ELAPSED TIME

• WAY POINTS / CYLINDERS

• END OF SPEED SECTION

• GOAL CYLINDER / LINE

• DURATION



TASK VISUAL



SCORING SYSTEM
• CLASSES

• DISTANCE POINTS

• TIME POINTS

• LEAD OUT POINTS

• FTV (Fixed Total Validity)

• WPRS AWARDED - PILOT QUALITY / 
COMPETITION QUALITY



TASK LEADERBOARD



OVERALL LEADERS



AM I READY?

• Pilot level (BHPA system)

• IPPI 4 rated

• Comfortable on wing

• Comfortable flying in a gaggle

• Spent 2 or more consecutive 
hours in the air



HOW DO I START?
• TINTO EXAMPLE

• BP CUP / LAKES CHARITY CLASSIC

• CHABRE OPEN

• GIN WIDE OPEN / NAVITER OPEN

• BRITISH OPEN

• NORDICS / BELGIAN / FRENCH / 
AUSTRIAN / GERMAN / SWISS / ITALIAN

• Pre-PWC



SET YOUR OWN TASK



ROAD TO THE TOP
• WPRS POINTS and PWCA LETTERS

• BPRA

• COUNTRY LEVELS

• QUALIFY FOR PWC ROUND

• QUALIFY FOR SUPERFINAL

• BRITISH TEAM SELECTION

• WORLD CHAMPION / EUROPEAN 
CHAMPION / SUPERFINAL CHAMPION



NATIONS & LETTERS





GETTING GOOD
BANDWIDTH

• KNOW YOUR KIT

• GROUND HANDLING

• SIV / PILOTAGE

• STAY IN THE AIR FOR 4 HOURS

• TOP OF THE STACK

• OUT GLIDE YOUR FRIENDS

• FLY TASKS WITH FRIENDS - DEBRIEF!

• USE THE BAR



TYPICAL DAY
• Get up too early

• Go listen to the meet director

• Pick up your crappy 
sandwiches

• Battle for the bus

• Wait on launch

• Program the task

• Queue (fight) for trackers

• Fight for a spot to take off or 
queue in the heat

• Airprox avoidance and cloud 
flying for up to 1.5 hours prior 
to the start

• Fly the task (the good bit)

• Get to goal (the great bit)

• Pack your bag

• Battle for the bus (again)

• Drive back to HQ (may take 
longer than the flight to goal)

• Pick up stragglers

• Download instruments

• Get something to eat

• Sleep

• Repeat



PWC VIDEO 

https://vimeo.com/240466835

https://vimeo.com/240466835
https://vimeo.com/240466835


TASK BOARD

• Program your 
instrument

• Look at the 
route and 
discuss with 
team members

• Forget your plan 
and follow the 
gaggle



THE START
• Get in the air early

• Get high

• Get in position



PIMPING

• 3-4 wings 100m in-front, 
lower and  spread out 

• Brakes parked, arms folded

• NO DECISIONS

• Warning! Don’t stay too 
much back



WHEN TO PUSH

• Thermal ahead

• On the ridge

• Sinking Air

• Convergence

• Final Glide



BOMBING OUT
• Don’t do it!           

• Switch modes

• Stick with zeros

• Sunshine

• Birds, gliders, trees moving

• Check the wind direction 

• Find a friend



GOAL

https://vimeo.com/178859963

https://vimeo.com/178859963
https://vimeo.com/178859963


INSTRUMENTS

• RELIABLE

• EASY TO USE

• REDUNDANCY

• MOVING MAP

• MY DECK - FLYMASTER LIVE, XC 
TRACK, XC TRACER



FLYMASTER DISPLAY
• WIND SPEED AND DIRECTION

• GLIDE RATIO TO GOAL

• DISTANCE TO EDGE OF TURNPOINT

• THERMAL ASSISTANT



MAPPING & 
VISUALISATION



GOOD
• Friends from all over - common 

love

• New places - adventure

• Retrieves - safety/tracking

• Progression - skill level - see 
what’s possible - pushes your 
bump tolerance

• Achievement - beer in goal field



BAD

• $$$$$

• Waste of a great XC day

• Waste of a non-flyable day

• Crap sandwiches

• Types of wing



UGLY
• RISK

• COMPETITIVE

• RED MIST



THE LIGHT

• CHOICE

• SENSE CHECK

• BIG PICTURE

• TRAINING



THE FUTURE?

• XC League

• British Open 

• Tracking

• Live footage

• Olympics


